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Don Kennedy, M.Eng.

In recognition of inspirational leadership, distinguished expertise, and significant 
contributions to the development of the Canadian Highway Bridge Design Code

Don Kennedy has been contributing to the development 
of the Canadian Highway Bridge Design Code (CSA S6) 
since 2004. For the past six years as Chair of the Seismic 
Design Technical Subcommittee, he has been instrumental 
in advancing the seismic design section of S6, relentlessly 
navigating technical conflicts and ensuring consensus is 
reached. As one of Canada’s most distinguished experts in 
this field, Don has presented and published many technical 
papers on seismic design and seismic retrofit of existing 
structures. 

Don is a respected leader in Canada’s development and 
adoption of performance-based seismic design methods 
and codes. He generously shares his knowledge and 
experience in bridge and seismic engineering to inspire 
the next generation, recently serving as a supervising 
committee member for a Ph.D. student. 

Don also took on the enormous task of bringing climate 
change to the forefront of the Code provisions. He identified 
the importance of designing highway bridges for future 

climatic data. As climate data and loadings are changing 
and non-stationary, Don’s contributions will enable the 
design of seismic-resilient and climate-resilient highway 
bridges. This will reduce the risk of bridges failures under 
seismic or climate hazards and will minimize the life cycle 
costs of bridges for both owners and users.  

Don is Vice President of Transportation Structures 
with Associated Engineering in Vancouver, BC. He 
has over 35 years of experience in bridge, structural, 
and seismic engineering. His experience includes the 
design and construction of new bridges, bridge and 
structure rehabilitation and seismic retrofit, and forensic 
investigations into bridge failures. Don has worked on 
the design and construction of numerous Canadian 
bridges, has international experience in earthquake 
engineering, and has authored and presented many 
papers and seminars on seismic codes, design, retrofit, 
and rehabilitation. He was awarded the R.A. McLachlan 
Memorial Award in 2019 by EGBC for his contributions to 
seismic engineering over his career. 


