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Certi�cations

Development  –   Start discussions with a testing institute such as CSA Group 
as soon as possible in the product development stage in order to avoid
unnecessary revisions of your products to meet the requirements. 

Preparation – You can take the following steps independently.

Safety Certi�cations
The quick and safe way to North America in 11 steps

How to obtain relevant safety certi�cations
for your products as quickly as possible so you
can introduce them to the North American market.

1     Get to know the relevant standards 
by contacting the testing institute 
before and during product development. 
If the IEC standard is harmonized with 
the North American standard, submit 
the CB report. 

2     Discuss which marks or test certi�-
cates (such as CB) are needed with po-
tential customers, users and possibly 
other stakeholders. Please bear in mind 
that regional di�erences can occur 
even within a single country. A testing 
institute can provide you with further 
information.

3     Check with a testing institute whether 
a series or individual approval is most 
appropriate.

4     Determine whether your product is to 
be tested at one of your own sites or in 
the specialised laboratory of a testing 
institute.

5     Translate the description of the use 
and application of your product and, if 
necessary, the risk analysis into English.

6     Create a parts list that speci�es all 
safety-related components of the prod-
uct and the respective certi�cates of 
approval and NRTL �le numbers (avail- 
able from publicly available databases 
of NRTLs, e.g. www.csagroup.org/certi-
�ed-product-listing).
 
Note: All safety-related product com-
ponents must already have the appro- 
priate components approval.

7     Ask the testing institute for a test and 
certi�cation o�er based on the informa-
tion that has been collected.

8     Arrange for the testing institute to 
conduct a preliminary examination of 
your product based on the documents
or prototype.

9     If necessary, modify your product 
based on the results of the preliminary 
examination. Ideally, don’t start the 
actual product design work of a newly 
developed product until you’ve reached 
this stage.

10     Your �nished product will be exam-
ined by the testing institute based on 
physical tests.

11     An accredited testing institute, such as 
CSA Group, can now certify your product.

Export – Your product is now ready
to be launched on the North American market.

* Please note that additional requirements besides safety certi�cation may be required for your
 product (e.g. electromagnetic compatibility (FCC/IC) or environmental simulation).
 

For more tips, please visit www.csagroup.org 
or connect with us on social media.

http://www.csagroup.org
https://twitter.com/CSA_Group
https://www.linkedin.com/company/459949
https://www.xing.com/company/csagroup

